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Welcome
Teamnet - Anticipatory Medicine 
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https://teamnet.clarity.co.uk/Topics/Public/c4ad257e-b0d2-4613-a847-b3a1010820c1


Introduction
• New prescribing recommendations – PCN’s only for community patients

• Hospital discharges not within current scope

• Updated clinical administration charts

• Improve symptom control for patients

• Medicine dose ranges – more timely administration

• Reduce administration errors 

• Small pilot 18.3.26        Full adoption Herefordshire & Worcestershire

• Dose range recommended for syringe pump medicine prescription

• A new Page 5 for administration of PRN medicines from midnight is required – 
reduce calculation errors

• Total maximum medicine dose/24hrs on PRN prescription chart includes syringe 
pump dose

• SEEKING SUPPORT & GUIDEANCE IS ENCOURAGED – Page 1 of Guidance 
provides key contact information
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SLIDING SCALE - SYRINGE DRIVER - Amanda

• Anticipatory, flexible prescribing method allowing nurses to adjust the 

daily syringe driver dose. 

• Set range based on the patient's symptoms (pain & breathlessness, 

agitation, nausea & vomiting, respiratory secretions)

• Adjusted every 24 hours based on number of PRN doses required

• Must be written up for PRN doses as well as syringe driver doses (PR.95 

WVT Policy)

• PRN dose typically calculated -1/6th (Opioids) of total 24-hour dose in 

syringe driver. 



Where to Access

Patient documents for medicine administration – use links only for current 
version

Teamnet - Anticipatory Medicine 

Patient & Family Information

Patient Leaflet - Anticipatory_Medicines_Patient_Leaflet.pdf

Patient Video - Herefordshire and Worcestershire - Dying Well
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https://teamnet.clarity.co.uk/Topics/Public/c4ad257e-b0d2-4613-a847-b3a1010820c1
https://www.hwics.org.uk/application/files/8917/4851/2740/Anticipatory_Medicines_Patient_Leaflet.pdf
https://videos.herefordshireandworcestershire.icb.nhs.uk/dying-well?videoId=5655
https://videos.herefordshireandworcestershire.icb.nhs.uk/dying-well?videoId=5655
https://videos.herefordshireandworcestershire.icb.nhs.uk/dying-well?videoId=5655
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Patient Documents for Anticipatory 
Medicine Administration – ALL 
NEEDED – use Teamnet link for 
current version
A prescription chart is always required – Section 1 PRN & Section 2 Syringe Pump

• Both prescription sections prevent delay if syringe pump required at later stage

• Total maximum dose/24hours on PRN prescription chart includes syringe pump & PRN dose

• Prescription chart – GP/prescriber will complete

 - follow usual process

Guidance Information (Page 1-4)

• Extra information around recommended medicines & dose ranges seen by prescriber

• GP/prescriber may not choose from listed medicines or dose range

• Always seek guidance if unsure around increasing the dose within the prescribed range

• Always work within NMC medicine administration competency & guidance

Administration documents (Page 5-8)

Community nurses use updated documents 

Nursing homes updated documents or own documentation
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In Summary
• A valid prescription is always required

• Never administer outside of your knowledge or competency

• Contact SPC for support & guidance on dose range or symptom management if 
required

• If new administration documents are used a new page 5 (administration of PRN 
medicines) is recommended from midnight 

 - Easier to see total dose of medicine given in a 24 hours period

 - More than 1 chart will be looked at to calculate full 24 hours (e.g 10am-
10am= 2 charts)

• Total maximum dose/24 hours on PRN prescription chart includes PRN & 
syringe pump dose

• Individual patients may have dose range outside of recommendations if 
symptom are complex & difficult to manage

• Protocol designed to improve process 
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Feedback for Pilot ONLY 
closes 18.5.26
Anticipatory Medicine Protocol Pilot Feedback Survey

21

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AnticipatoryMedicineProtocolPilot
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